Mrs Marie "Marlu" Branson
December 22, 1936 - May 26, 2019

Marie-Luise “Marlu” Branson, 82, passed away Sunday, May 26, 2019 after a short illness.
Visitation is 9:00am Tuesday, May 28, 2019 at Chancellor Funeral Home in Byram; funeral
services are 11am Tuesday in the chapel.
Marlu was born in Germany in 1936 to the late Joseph and Berta Bilz. She came to the
United States at the age of 18 and was a proud American citizen but never forgot her
German heritage. She has resided in the Jackson area for the last 45 years and was a
faithful member of St Therese Catholic Church. She loved cultural arts and volunteered
her time to the MS Museum of Art. As a wonderful cook, she enjoyed sharing her German
meals with her family and her neighbors who she adored.
She was preceded in death by her parents and husband of 42 years, John H. Branson, Jr.
She leaves behind her children: Cindy Wood (Dwain) of Byram, Michele Roberts (Newton)
of Florence and Jennifer Lampkin (Mark) of Pisgah. Her brother; Wolfram Bilz and 2
sisters in law; Hanna-Lara Bilz and Veeda Branson, brother in law, Rev. Clifford Branson,
7 precious grandchildren, 8 great-grandchildren and a host of friends.
Special thanks to Garrett and Stephanie and other staff of St. Dominic CCU for their
tender and compassionate care of our loved one.
In lieu of flowers please make donations to: St Therese Catholic Church 309 West
McDowell Rd, Jackson, MS 39204.

Events
MAY
28

Visitation

09:00AM - 11:00AM

Chancellor Funeral Home Byram Location
7225 S Siwell Rd, Byram, MS, US, 39272

MAY
28

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Chancellor Funeral Home Byram Location
7225 S Siwell Rd, Byram, MS, US, 39272

Comments

“

Cindy Wood is following this tribute.

Cindy Wood - July 23, 2019 at 11:56 AM

“

I am so very sad to hear about the passing of Marlu! She has always been a very
good & dear friend to me & my family! She had the biggest heart of anyone I know.
She was kind, thoughtful, compassionate & would do anything for anyone. We are
going to miss you soo very much! You will never be forgotten! I love you!

Jean - July 19, 2019 at 10:50 PM

“

I have been out of the country and am just heartbroken to hear the sad news. Ms.
Marlu was a part of my family! We loved everything about her especially her huge
heart for others. She has been a significant part of my family before I even got
married and stayed so close to us even as my children grew up. She had an open
invitation to anything my family was ever doing. We have lost a part of our family I'm
so sad! We were SO blessed and SO fortunate to have her in our lives I feel sad for
those that didn't have the opportunity to truly get to know her. May her memory be
eternal! We love you always and forever Ms.Marlu.

Sandra - July 19, 2019 at 08:44 PM

“

My friendship with Marlu started in 1978 while attending St. Therese Catholic Church
in Jackson. We saw each other in church and would usually talk during "coffee and
donuts" after Mass. In 1981 we moved to her neighborhood, Windsor Forest. My
house was in the same street where she lived. We were neighbors during 15 years
but our friendship continued when we moved to Byram. Marlu and I share many
special occasions, including time with my children, Carla and Veronica. We would
visit each other frequently and went together to different places.
I always had a special love for Marlu. She helped me many times and felt she was
like an older sister.
She is in my heart and her memory will live forever.

Elsa Baughman - June 02, 2019 at 07:44 AM

“

Elsa, thank you so much for sharing about our mother. I did not realize ya'all had met
before you moved to her neighborhood. So glad ya'all were there for each other over the
years.
Cindy - June 03, 2019 at 02:43 PM

“

Marlu was my neighbor, who became my friend, and whom I loved like family. She
was the first to welcome me to the neighborhood, arriving with blueberry muffins and
a beautiful smile. That generosity of spirit would last for the more than twenty years
that we were neighbors and was a true testament of the genuinely kind, caring and
compassionate person that she was. Over time, I would realize that I was not the
only recipient of her pleasantries, as I came to see her kindness in action on many
occasions, as she provided beverages and snacks to our sanitation workers and mail
carriers, and treats to neighborhood children, meals/transportation to church
members/friends, and countless other acts of kindness. One such act struck a heart
string when I returned home from having buried my mom to find that Marlu had cut
my lawn while I was away. She insisted that it was no bother. Marlu loved
meticulously maintaining her own lawn, and would sometimes reflect on fond
memories she had of well-manicured lawns in her native Germany. Marlu also
remained physically active by regularly walking and jogging in the neighborhood. She
also loved the arts and worked as a volunteer at the local museum in various
capacities over the years, including during two most notable periods with Splendors
of Versailles and Majesty of Spain. I suspect it was her physical activity that was to
credit for her longevity, energy and youthfulness. Marlu was active in her church and
in her community, where we worked together with others and established the
Neighborhood Association to address concerns and get things done. Over the years,
we looked out for each other. We occasionally dined together, chatted, and on
occasion, would share a card/happy. As time passed, I came to see Marlu more like
an Aunt and I loved her very much. As I observed her life, she taught me so much
about being a ray of sunshine in someone's life, being a good neighbor and being a
good friend. My heart is deeply broken by her passing. The world has lost a gem and
she will be sorely missed.

Angela Moore - May 31, 2019 at 01:12 PM

“

Cindy and Michelle, you may not remember living in Indiana but I remember your
parents well. She was so sweet. We were your neighbors on Park Terrace we all
missed you terribly when your Dad transferee south. My brother, Steve, sister Sandy
and me want to send our deepest condolences on the loss of your Mother. RIP
Marlu. Sincerely, Denise, Sandy and Steve Brown. Richmond, In.

denise - May 28, 2019 at 07:32 PM

“

oh, Cindy and i do remember ya'll! we had a beautiful service today, she would have loved
it. She was buried next to our dad...thank you for your kind words. She loved living on Park
Terrace, as did we...
Michele - May 28, 2019 at 08:42 PM

“

Thank you so much, Denise. We loved living on Park Terrace Drive and playing and
sledding with all our friends there! We missed ya'all also when we moved south.
Cindy Wood - May 29, 2019 at 05:26 PM

“

Michelle and Jennifer, I'm so sorry for your loss. I'll be praying for you and your
family.

Mike Roberts - May 28, 2019 at 12:42 PM

“

Michelle & Jennifer, my dear friends, I'm praying for you and your whole family at this
time. God's blessings and peace be with you all.
peace & love,
michael allen

Michael Allen - May 28, 2019 at 10:44 AM

“

Oh Jen, my heart is breaking for you. I am praying for you and your family.

Ginger McCrory - May 28, 2019 at 09:12 AM

“

Jennifer and Michelle,
I am so very sorry for the loss of your mother. Your family will be in my thoughts and
prayers.
Christy Wadford

Christy Wadford - May 28, 2019 at 09:09 AM

“

Sorry to hear about Marlou passing she was a sweet person and will be missed by
her family at St. Therese. We only knew her through the church. Will be praying for
her and your family. May she Rest In Peace.
Marvin & Nancy Cannnon

Nancy Cannon - May 28, 2019 at 06:19 AM

“

Michelle I am so very sorry for your loss.
Fred Jordan

Fred Jordan - May 27, 2019 at 07:30 PM

