Mr. Jim Caulkins Sr
July 12, 1930 - August 11, 2018

James N. "Jim" Caulkins, Sr., of Florence, MS, age 88, died peacefully at Hospice
Ministries in Ridgeland with his family by his side on Saturday, August 11, 2018.The family
will receive friends on Saturday, August 18 from 1:00 p.m. until the 2:00 p.m. Celebration
of Life Service at Chancellor Funeral Home in Florence.
Jim was born in Mason, Michigan, July 12, 1930, son of Loretta Meek Caulkins and James
Oren Caulkins. He was preceded in death by six siblings, Luanna Carpenter, Maxine
Church, Frank Church, Emma Jean Tikkanen, Robert Caulkins and Charles Caulkins.
Jim joined the US Army Air Force in November 1946 at age 16 and was honorably
discharged from the US Air Force in December 1955 after serving in both World War II
and the Korean War. He was stationed in various locations including Adak AFB in the
Aleutian Islands, Alaska, Lakenheath England, Keesler AFB in Biloxi, MS, and Andrews
AFB in Maryland. He was in the Weather Obversation Squad, achieving the rank of Staff
Sergeant at time of discharge.
While he was stationed at Keesler AFB, he met a Simpson County girl, Martha Gordon, on
a blind date and married her on June 5, 1954. They moved to Maryland for a short time
then returned to Mississippi, to further their education.
Jim only finished ninth grade in high school in Michigan. Upon discharge, he earned his
GED and attended Hinds Junior College, graduating as Valedictorian. He then attended
the University of Mississippi, receiving his bachelor’s degree in business-major of
accounting in 1958, then receiving his master’s in business in 1959.
He worked as accountant in Houston, TX, Meridian, MS and Clinton, MS, working for MS
Dept of Law Enforcement, and Cook Construction Co. After retirement, he still worked at
various tax offices, Shanks Communications, Hankins Air Service and Mississippi Aero,
Incorporated. He enjoyed spending time with his children and grandchildren, attending
baseball games, and fishing. He enjoyed talking about his military service with his
grandson and talking politics with everyone.
He is survived by his wife of 64 years, Martha E. Gordon Caulkins; his children, Cindy
Yelverton and her husband Marshall, and James N. Caulkins, Jr.; his grandchildren Cory
Yelverton and Jesse Yelverton; and numerous nieces and nephews.
The family would like to thank the staff at Hospice Ministries and Brandon Court Nursing

Home, and the doctors, nurses and aides at Mississippi Baptist Medical Center for the
compassionate care they gave our husband and father during his stays at those facilities.
The family will receive friends at 1:00 pm on Saturday, August 18, 2018, followed by a
memorial service at 2pm. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to the
Homebound Ministry at First Baptist Church, Florence, 102 E. Main St., Florence, MS,
39073.
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01:00PM - 02:00PM

Chancellor Funeral Home Florence Location
2576 US 49, FLORENCE, MS, US, 39073
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Celebration of Life

02:00PM

Chancellor Funeral Home Florence Location
2576 US 49, FLORENCE, MS, US, 39073

Comments

“

As his former dentist, I remember Mr. Caulkins as a friendly, gentle soul who always
loved talking about fishing and the one that got away. As a veteran myself, I thank
him for his great service to our country. My deepest sympathies and peace be with
his soul and family.
Dr. Rusty Riley

Rusty Riley - August 18, 2018 at 01:08 PM

“

My prayers go out to his family in their time of loss. God Bless you! I worked at Cook
Construction Company for 14 years and he was there all those years. He was a very
smart man. While at Cook, I learned a lot about accounting and business from him in
my work there. He was a good friend to me there also. He was always there to
answer questions about work or any problems that I might have. He loved his family
& children. I remember Martha as a dear sweet lady.
Barbara Cosby Allen

Barbara C. Allen - August 17, 2018 at 01:07 PM

“

Tim Kelly lit a candle in memory of Mr. Jim Caulkins Sr

Tim Kelly - August 16, 2018 at 04:15 PM

“

I will always remember Mr. Jim as "Coach". I remember when I was 12 years old, we
had just moved back out to the Van Winkle area after several years of living in the
Wingfield area of South Jackson. I heard they were having baseball tryouts at Van
Winkle and I showed up a little late. The Pirates, the Little League team for the area,
had pretty much chosen the players they wanted and they didn't have room to take a
12 year old. Coach came out and asked me my name and how old I was. He asked
me how long I had been playing baseball and what position I played. He told me that
he would take me and I would be playing for the Braves, a minor league team. He
asked me if I had ever played catcher and I told him I had not. he asked if I was
willing to learn. I jumped at the chance. it was a really good move for me as I earned
a slot on the All-Stars following that season. I will forever be grateful for that and I
hold a special place in my heart for him. For a while, I hung out with Norman and we
picked on Cindy unmercifully. Coach and Mrs. Martha took it all in stride and dealt
with me like I was one of their own. After baseball was over, I got to go fishing with
Coach. We had several catalpa trees in the field across from our house and I used to
pick worms for Coach and I to use as bait. I could go on and on but I think you see in
these few lines just how special he was to me.

David Broadaway - August 13, 2018 at 05:08 PM

