Mr. Danny Benton
April 17, 1961 - August 4, 2018

Daniel ”Danny” Craig Benton, Sr., 57, of Florence, passed away peacefully at home
surrounded by his loved ones on Saturday, August 4, 2018. He was born on April 17, 1961
in Jackson, MS to William “Bill” David Benton and Patricia “Pat” Ann Murphy Benton. He
graduated high school from Forest Hill – Class of 1979.
He went to the University of Southern MS where he played football. He was employed by
Jackson Fire Department for 28 years, 15 of which he was a fire fighter and the remaining
as an arson investigator. During his time as an arson investigator, he was also a canine
handler for the ATF and Jackson Fire Department’s accelerant detection canine division.
After retirement, he continued his career as an arson investigator for EFI Global. He was
an outdoorsman with a love for horses and a passion for dogs. Danny was an avid hunter
for a variety of game, but hunting rabbits was his favorite. He was loved by all who knew
him. His Lord and his family were the greatest loves of his life. He was a member of First
Baptist Church of Florence.
He is survived by his wife, Pearl Rachelle Speegle Benton of 37 years; his beloved
children, Andrea Adcock (Justin) of Florence, Daniel Benton, Jr. (Tiffany) of Brandon, and
Megan Benton of Florence; his parents, Bill and Pat; brother, David Benton of Florence;
mother-in-law, Glenda Weber of Jackson; father-in-law, Arthur Speegle of Texas; nephew,
William Benton; brother-in-law, Andy Speegle (Leigh Ann); sister-in-law, Leslie Carpenter
(Greg); extended family, a host of friends and last by not least, his faithful canine
companions “Pearl” and “Gator”.
Visitation will be held on Monday, August 6 at Chancellor Funeral Home in Florence from
5:00pm – 8:00pm and again on Tuesday, August 7 at First Baptist Church in Florence at
10:00am until the 11:00am service. Following the service, interment will be in the Puckett
Cemetery.
Donations may be made to the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation.
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Comments

“

i grew up across the street from the Benton boys. We had a lot of good times and
laughter at the antics we all got into in the 70s. We all went out separate ways but
share great memories. Danny will be missed. May your memories bring you comfort.
So sorry for your loss.
Betty Strachan

Betty Strachan - August 18, 2018 at 09:31 PM

“

We are blessed to know the Benton family. Special friends for many years.
Love to you,
Boyce and Mary Bruce

Sherry Jones - August 08, 2018 at 09:40 AM

“

I grew up across the street from Danny and I have some wonderful childhood
memories of him and his family that I would not trade His love of animals and the
outdoors started at a very early age. I believe he and David had an animal of some
kind in their back yard that was found in the woods at any given time. We grow up,
we move away and loose touch, but Danny is someone that you don't forget. His
kindness and his smile made an lasting impression on everyone he meet. My prayers
are with his family. Rest in Peace my friend.

Sandra Caudle - August 07, 2018 at 01:59 PM

“

Beverly Massey lit a candle in memory of Mr. Danny Benton

Beverly Massey - August 07, 2018 at 06:29 AM

“

Megan and family, we are sorry for your great loss. Mr. Danny has a big place in our
son's (Christian) heart that he will never forget. I am so thankful he was blessed to
learn alot from Mr. Danny and Mr. Bill. He has often said he only regrets not meeting
them earlier. We will continue to pray for peace and comfort for you all. Daniel and
Kim Macoy

Kim Macoy - August 06, 2018 at 10:41 PM

“

My condolences to the Benton family. It was a pleasure to work with Danny on
multiple occasions during my career with Allstate Insurance Company. He always
greeted me with a smile, and always related funny stories regarding his career in fire
investigations. He was a real pleasure to work with, and he made my job more
interesting. I regret that I learned of his passing too late in order to make travel plans
to celebrate his life. He will be missed by everyone who had the pleasure of crossing
paths with Danny socially and professionally. Goodbye good friend! Rick Gilly Allstate
Retiree

Rick Gilly Allstate Retiree - August 06, 2018 at 08:15 PM

“

Dear Bill, Pat, and family,
My deepest sorrow is extended to you and the family over the passing of Danny. I
have good memories of him. I lost my daughter, Melanie, in February so I can so
relate the deep grief you feel on losing a child. God comforts where there is no other
.
Love to all,
Nylon Hellen Stone

Nylon Stone - August 06, 2018 at 12:30 PM

“

Bill & Pat and family: So sorry to read of Danny's passing. I fondly remember rabbit
hunting on Kings Point Island with yall and the dogs. I also remember his time with
the Jackson Fire Dept. as his dedicated, can-do attitude inspired many. My thoughts
and prayers are with the whole family. Ken Lewis, Retired Combat Division Chief
Jackson Fire Dept.

Ken Lewis - August 06, 2018 at 11:06 AM

“

Tiffany
Please know you are in our thoughts and prayers during this time. Our heartfelt
sympathy is extended to your family.
Your BKD Family

Debra McCaskill - August 06, 2018 at 09:39 AM

“

Danny was a fanastic young man. He was a great Forest Hill Rebel loved by many,
may God wrap his arms around Danny and his family RIP

Sam Brantley - August 05, 2018 at 09:39 PM

“

RIP Danny. Prayers for comfort and peace to Rachelle and family. Danny was a
great guy. The real deal.

Stacy Thornton - August 05, 2018 at 09:27 PM

“

May God give you peace and comfort during your time of loss.
I have a great memory of Danny coming to school during Fire Safety Week with his
K9 dog when Daniel was in first grade to demonstrate to the students how they figure
out where a house fire started when accelerants were used. It made a lasting
impression on me and the students. I have had the honor and privilege to know his
wife and children during my bus driving days. Danny will be greatly missed by all that
knew him.
Dee Kennedy

Dee Kennedy - August 05, 2018 at 08:57 PM

“

Dee Kennedy lit a candle in memory of Mr. Danny Benton

Dee Kennedy - August 05, 2018 at 08:50 PM

“

Martha Dean lit a candle in memory of Mr. Danny Benton

Martha Dean - August 05, 2018 at 07:25 PM

“

May Gods love wrap the Benton family in HIS love and care.
I will all ways remember Danny for his integrity doing the right thing with the right
attitude!
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there
is in store for me the crown of righteousness, Which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will award to me on that day and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for
HIS appearing.
2 Timothy 4:7-8
Danny finished the race of life faithful to his Lord, family, friends and community!

Shawn & Heather Phillips - August 05, 2018 at 06:57 PM

“

Shawn, Heather & Peyton Phillips lit a candle in memory of Mr. Danny Benton

Shawn, Heather & Peyton Phillips - August 05, 2018 at 06:30 PM

“

Dennis And Anita Adcock lit a candle in memory of Mr. Danny Benton

Dennis and Anita Adcock - August 05, 2018 at 05:25 PM

“

This is truly a heart breaking loss. Danny is really what we should all strive to be. Our
prayers are with his family, it may seem like he is gone but he is very much alive he
is just away from here.
Mike Graziosi and Family

mike graziosi - August 05, 2018 at 12:38 PM

“

Mr. Danny is a Very Good, Godly Man whom I admire very much. His Memory will be
and is Cherished.

Ben Haskins - August 05, 2018 at 10:47 AM

“

My heart goes out to the Benton family during this time. Danny was the rock and light
always being there for his family and standing by them in support of whatever
endeavors they chose to engage in. He was the greatest father and dad to his family.
His presence will be truly missed. Always remember the things he stood for and
taught, pass that along to the next generation and throughout your life.
Penny Lewis

Penny Lewis - August 05, 2018 at 09:49 AM

“

We met the Benton family through the United States Pony Club, an organization
excelling in equestrian instruction and horse management. Danny was always there
with his girls, helping not only them but whoever needed his efforts. He was one of
few dads who gave tirelessly alongside his wife, Rochelle. We always enjoying
seeing their friendly, outgoing faces. Danny will be missed by SO many people.

Sandra Payne - August 05, 2018 at 06:25 AM

“

Danny will always be remember as a kind hard working firefighter who loved his job
helping those in need. As Jackson’s first accelerant K9 handler, he excelled in
training from ATF. He love working with his dogs. Especially the ones that wore a
badge. His work with ATFs National Responce team to investigate large fire loses
with his K9 was widely respected.
The most important thing about Danny was his love for his family and friends. He
was one of those great people the God places in the world. We were fortunate to be
able to share some time with him. May The family be blessed with all our love and
Prayers.

Dave Berry - August 04, 2018 at 07:17 PM

