Mrs. Clara "Louise" Townsend
September 28, 1926 - November 29, 2018

Mrs. Clara Louise Townsend, 92, passed into the arms of Jesus, on Thursday, November
29, 2018 at Villa South Assisted Living in Florence, MS. The family will receive friends for
visitation on Saturday, December 1st from 11:00 a.m. until the 2:00 p.m. Funeral Service
at Chancellor Funeral Home in Florence. Burial will follow the service at Florence City
Cemetery.
Mrs. Townsend was born September 28, 1926 to the late Truman B. and Annie Thornton
Gideon in Becker, MS. She was a graduate of West Point High School in West Point, MS,
where she was the Salutatorian of her 1944 graduating class. She then attended Bowling
Green Business School in Bowling Green, KY. She held several secretarial positions at
Belzoni Baptist Church in Belzoni, MS; FBC Baton Rouge, LA; FBC Tulsa, OK; and she
was also the assistant to the Executive Secretary of the MS Baptist Convention in
Jackson, MS.
In 1954, she married Claude Townsend of Johns, MS and they made their home in
Jackson, MS. Together they owned and operated Townsend Piano Company while they
started their family. In 1965, they moved their family to Florence where she continued to
keep the books for the family business. She also stayed active in church work, teaching
Sunday School, playing the piano, and singing in the choir. Over the years, they were
involved in many mission trips including India, Korea, and the Philippians and numerous
states in the U.S. As her husband taught Counseling at Immanuel Baptist Seminary in
Sharpsville, GA, she received her B.A. in Bible. She was a member of Cleary Baptist
Church in Florence.
Mrs. Townsend is preceded in death by her parents and her husband of 48 years at the
time of his death in 2002. She is survived by her 5 children, Debbie (Gavin, Sr.) Lott of
Florence, Tesa (Herman) Duckworth of Magee, Claudia (Bruce) Steele of Florence, Keith
(Connie) Townsend of Mize, and Ken (Chris) Townsend of Florence; 14 grandchildren; 31
great grandchildren; and 1 great great granddaughter.
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Comments

“

So so sorry and saddened to hear. We have known the daughter Claudia ever since
we were in school when her children were small. Continuing the prayers for the
family. In Christian Love, Cindy Brannon Vest, Laura and Inez Brannon

Cynthia Vest - December 11, 2018 at 01:53 PM

“

You may not know me, but I knew Louise. We went most of our elementary school
together and graduated from high school together, always standing on the back row
in pictures as we were tall.
We went to GA camp together as well as many other activities . I saw her off to
Bowlin Green as I left for Delta State.
Louise played the organ for my wedding. It is with great sadness that I have lost a life
long friend. My deepest condolences.
Cathryn Teasley Brown

cathryn Brown - December 02, 2018 at 04:44 PM

“

Aunt Louise and Uncle Claude were always there for me though my life until he
passed. My fondness memories as a child was at their home over each summer. Boy
did I get in some trouble in those days. But they would speak to me, never in anger, I
never heard my aunt louise raise her voice. I miss their yearly trips to fl to visit me
and my children. Know I carry with me all that you taught me and you will be forever
missed and loved .

Tamie Hill - December 01, 2018 at 12:23 PM

“

Dear Claudia, Keith, and Family,
From my family to yours we're so sorry for your loss. The Lord never makes a
mistake, sometimes he picks a flower for himself. It was truly a blessing to have
known Mrs. Townsend.

Florence High Class of 1977 & Florence High Baseball Team,
Bernard Williams
Bernard Williams - December 01, 2018 at 12:02 PM

“

Mrs.Townsend opened up her heart and family and home to some young guys from
Danville,Va. We were there as a part of a christian discipleship. Meeting in their
home at once a week.
We lived in the back of the church she and her husband started. She fed us at their
table on may occasions. Eventually we lived in a mobilehome behind their home on
their property. We have such great memories from 40+years ago. After we moved
back to Va., we came back there for a visit and again their home was open along
with their hearts. A wonderful, funny, godly woman a great reflection of the love of
Jesus.

Bill Lavinder - December 01, 2018 at 09:12 AM

“

It was always a blessing to visit with Mrs. Townsend. I loved hearing her tell me
about her and Claude's mission trips to India. We talked for countless hours about
the details. She served the Lord in powerful ways over many years. Her gospel
centered life impacted countless people, including my own. I am so grateful for those
memories and even letters of encouragement I received.
For those of us who are in Christ (those who hold to the gospel Claude and Louise
Townsend believed and proclaimed), we are headed to the joyful experience of
knowing the Glory of God for all eternity in a perfected body that cannot get sick, or
old or die. Where we will never experience the pain of loss or shed a tear of grief.
Praise be to the Lord, one day, I will see Mrs.Townsend again and we shall continue
our conversations about the wonderful mission trips the Lord has sent us on.
Joyfully preparing for eternity,
Kevin Wade
Pastor
Cleary Baptist Church

Kevin Wade - November 30, 2018 at 02:21 PM

“

Dear Keith and Family - we are saddened to hear about the passing of Mrs.
Townsend. We know that she is resting peacefully and joyously in the presence of
Jesus and we know that you find comfort in that. We are so thankful for the life of
such a graceful and God-fearing lady. We send you our love and prayers. The
Florence High School Class of 1978.

Ester Ainsworth - November 30, 2018 at 02:15 PM

“

Simply Chic Mixed Plant Basket was purchased for the family of Mrs. Clara "Louise"
Townsend.

November 30, 2018 at 10:35 AM

